
8 Clúid Housing   Annual Report 2019

Chief Executive’s Statement 

Clúid is the Irish word for ‘the seat 
beside the fire’, vacated for the guest 
or venerable, elderly family member. 
Today, our name is as relevant to our 
work as when we first started out 25 
years ago. As we reflect on 2019,  
a number of highlights stand out  
and remind us of the importance of 
our work. 

Early in the year, Clúid was honoured 
to attend a reception with Uachtarán 
na hÉireann, Micheal D. Higgins and 
his wife, Sabina at Áras an Uachtaráin 
to mark our 25th anniversary. This 
momentous day was undoubtedly 
the highlight of the year for so many 
of our residents and employees. 
Clúid residents from Cork and Clare 
presented a painting and a book of 
poetry as a sign of our appreciation. 
Meanwhile, on the very same day 
in Cork city, Clúid purchased the 
Leeside Apartments, saving a number 
of people from being evicted and 
providing new homes to dozens of 
others. This reminded us that, even as 

we celebrated our past success, there 
is still lots more to be done. 

Clúid’s vision, a society where 
everyone has a great place to live, is 
the driving force behind our mission 
to deliver quality housing and 
services that enable people to create 
homes and thriving communities. Our 
achievements over the past 25 years 
would not have been possible without 
the support of our partners along the 
way. Together with local authorities, 
developers, funders, government 
departments, and agencies, Clúid has 
become one of the leading approved 
housing bodies (AHBs) in Ireland. In 
2019, we celebrated the delivery of 
our 7,000th home and handed over 
the keys to another 721 homes across 
the country.  

For the past 25 years, Clúid has been 
grateful for the support of local and 
national government. With significant 
demand for social housing across 
Ireland, we look forward to continuing 

Through the year-long celebration of our 25th 
anniversary, we had the opportunity to come 
together and reflect on the journey so far.  
This pause for thought also reminded us of  
our commitment to the future housing needs 
of the many people still waiting for a place  
to call home.

A chara,  
2019 was a very 
successful year for 
Clúid Housing. 

7,000
In 2019, we handed  
over the keys to our 
7,000th home.
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this valued partnership. In 2019, our 
team welcomed Eoghan Murphy TD, 
Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government, councillors and 
local authority officials to a number of 
our completed and under construction 
housing developments. This vote 
of confidence in our work is warmly 
welcomed and we take great pride in 
showcasing the homes we deliver in 
partnership with all our stakeholders.

But there are challenges ahead for 
the AHB sector too. Together with 
our Housing Alliance partners, Clúid 
continues to advocate for the reversal 
of the CSO’s decision to reclassify 
AHB debt as government debt. The 
looming economic uncertainty 
following the COVID-19 emergency 
will place unprecedented demand on 
government resources. If Clúid and 
the rest of the sector is to continue 
delivering up to 40% of new housing, 
this issue must be addressed as a 
matter of urgency. 

Affordability also remains an issue for 
many households across the country. 
The introduction of an intermediate 
rental scheme, providing quality, 
secure and affordable housing 
can and will address this need. 
Furthermore, the scheme would aid 
the long-term stability of the housing 
market in Ireland. We look forward to 
working with the government on these 
key issues in the very near future.

Throughout 2019, Clúid continued 
to seek out housing sector expertise 
and best practice learning through 
our network of international partners. 
In October, our organisation was 
honoured to host the European 
Federation for Living (EFL) and its 
members at their autumn conference. 
The theme of the symposium was 
High Density Urban Living in Europe. 
Attended by academics and housing 
sector professionals from across the 
continent, the two-day event was an 
excellent opportunity for Clúid to gain 
practical insights and share our own 

experience with some of Europe’s 
leading housing providers. The event 
was the brainchild of our dear friend, 
colleague and former chair of Clúid’s 
Board, Simon Brooke who sadly 
passed away in 2019.

Throughout his career, Simon worked 
tirelessly to break the stigma too 
often attached to social housing. In 
pursuit of fairness and equality, he 
was committed to giving a voice to 
those in need. His actions were never 
sentimental - they were practical, with 
the aim of creating meaningful, long-
term improvements to people’s lives. 
We are all the better for what he gave 
and regret the loss of all he still had to 
give. He will be greatly missed.

I am very grateful for the continued 
commitment of the board of Clúid 
Housing, our employees and all our 
stakeholders. On behalf of all our 
residents and employees, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
our retiring chair, Fiona Barron 
for her commitment to furthering 
Clúid’s ambitions over the past nine 
years. In particular, Fiona and other 
retiring board members have served 
to strengthen Clúid’s governance 
principles, ensuring we have a solid 
foundation from which to continue 
on our mission. I would also like 
to welcome our new Chair, Mark 
Shakespeare and wish him the very 
best in his tenure.

Clúid firmly believes that having your 
own front door - your own place 
to call home - opens the door to 
opportunities such as seeking out 
employment, accessing education 
and other services that enable 
people to contribute to and enrich 
our communities. As a team, we 
rounded out 2019 with the delivery  
of a record 721 homes. In addition  
to our achievements in 2019, we  
are committed to delivering a  
further 2,300 new homes before  
the end of 2022 in line with our 
corporate strategy. 

Our first 25 years have created a solid 
foundation for our future. Now, we 
look to the road ahead of us and 
renew our commitment to achieving 
our vision of a society where everyone 
has a great place to live.

 
Brian O’Gorman 
Chief Executive

Clúid is the Irish 
word for ‘the seat 
beside the fire’, 
vacated for the guest 
or venerable, elderly 
family member.




