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Home is where 
the Heart is



Clúid’s vision is 
a society where 
everyone has a  
great place to live.



Clúid Housing is as committed to its vision now as it was in 1994 
and we are proud to celebrate 25 years of leading the way home.  
We are now Ireland’s largest approved housing body. 

To mark our 25th anniversary, we’ve put together this collection  
of inspirational photos and reflections from the people who make 
it all possible, our residents. We’ve also included our first employee 
and current Chief Executive, Brian O’Gorman, in the collection,  
and have put the same question to everyone: 

What does home mean to you? 

‘Home is where the Heart is’ reminds us of the importance of having 
a safe and secure place to call home. Each of the 26 counties where 
Clúid works is represented in this book, demonstrating both the 
reach of our work, and the universality of the meaning of home.

Clúid is the Irish word for ‘the seat beside the fire’; ‘the corner seat’ 
that is vacated for the guest or reserved for the venerable elderly 
member of the family. Clúid continues to build on this sentiment 
through our mission – to provide quality housing and services to 
enable people to create homes and thriving communities. It is in that 
spirit of community that we continue to improve and develop our 
services, ever mindful of what our residents need and want from us. 

Over the past year, we have come together with our residents and 
partners to reflect on and celebrate the successes that have brought 
us to where we are today. Informed by the past, we now proudly 
look forward to the next chapter in our story.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Clúid residents 
that agreed to share their experiences with us for this publication. 
We’re very grateful to them for welcoming us into their homes and 
for sharing their thoughts on what home means to them.

I invite you, the reader, to enjoy this collection of images and 
insights which shine a light on the true meaning of home.

 

Mark Shakespeare
Chair of Clúid Housing

Foreword
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Having a place we can call our own means  
the world to us as a family. Losing our home  
in 2012 due to the recession left us devastated.

Clúid gave us back our faith in humanity and  
a secure future in a beautiful home we can call  
our own. It is a home to watch our family grow  
and create happy memories. Words will never  
be enough to thank Clúid for everything they 
have done for us.

Ger & Debbie    Carlow
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I love having my own front door.  
Home means comfort, it is where  
I can relax and be myself. There’s  
no place like it. 

Eddie    Cavan  
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Home for me is a great place to live 
and a great place to come back to.

Joshua    Clare
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Home is who you are living 
with. We have brilliant 
neighbours, people who  
would look out for you as  
you would them. 

Residents of Ard  
Carrig    Cork  





I am very happy with my home and the  
staff are always very friendly and helpful.

Margaret    Donegal

8



For me, home is about my family. This is where I 
have grown up. I am now in college and no matter 
what the future holds, or where I go in life, this  
will always be home and where I return to.

Hao    Dublin
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Home is having a place to share with family  
and to be amongst friends and neighbours.  
Home gives me peace of mind, so I am ready  
to go out again restored.

Brian    Dublin



Home for me is my safe place,  
where I feel safe and happy.

Gracy    Kerry 
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Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin –  
There’s no place like home. 

Amy    Galway
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For us, it’s a fresh start. I’m looking after my  
brothers after our mother passed away and  
we’ve gone from no house to a brand new home.

Dominic    Kildare
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The standard of our home is incredible 
and myself and my wife are thrilled to 
have the keys.

Kieran    Kilkenny
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Home for us and our six children is a 
safe, warm and beautiful house that 
is our forever home now, and having 
wonderful, friendly neighbours has 
made moving to Ireland easier for us.

Hanadi (and family)    Laois
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I love my home. I’m over the 
moon with where I am.

Eamon    Leitrim 
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‘There is no place like home’ is surely one of the best-known 
sayings we have and how true it is. Without a home, a person 
can have no safety, no security, no sense of well-being. So, no 
matter how luxurious or basic a person’s home is, it is always 
to be valued and appreciated. 

Joan    Limerick 
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It’s a house, but  
it’s my home.

Mary    Longford



Home to me is as much about neighbours as it is 
about family. I like living here because it's a safe place 
to live, and we have a very good group of neighbours 
that all look out for one another.

Jamie    Louth
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Home means being warm, dry and 
safe but most of all it means having  
great neighbours.

Dennis    Mayo 
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The relief of getting my own home was  
immense. It felt like a welcome sanctuary  
to replenish the family, the walls were like  
arms wrapped around us. It was life changing. 

Dorothy    Meath



Home means I can be independent  
and live the life I want to live.

Michael (Paudge)    Monaghan 
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My home is a place of comfort and security which 
means everything to me, and I am blessed to have 
lovely neighbours who are very good to me. 

Teresa    Offaly
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It’s security. I just love my 
home. Everyone deserves  
a place to call home.

Brona    Roscommon
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Home is a permanent place to come to  
but also a place to go out from. It’s a place  
to be close to neighbours and my family.

Liam    Sligo
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For me, home is about the value of having 
somewhere for my kids. We don’t know  
how lucky we are to have a home this nice.

Linda    Tipperary 





We got our home two weeks after my 
daughter was diagnosed with leukaemia 
so home means everything to us.

Kimberly    Waterford 
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For me, home means privacy and 
comfort. I have my own key to my  
own front door now. 

William    Westmeath 
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I enjoy living in my home. I have really 
good neighbours and they really showed 
this when I won medals in the Abu Dhabi 
Special Olympics 2019. My neighbours  
had flags out the window and they made  
me proud to be Irish, and proud of being  
a part of this community. 

John    Wexford
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For me, home means security.  
A place where you don’t have  
to worry. That and happiness.

Jackie    Wicklow
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